Golden Goa

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
The Society of Jesus has generally been noted for the erudition
of its members, but it was founded by two men, Loyola and
Xavier, who were essentially ecstatics, men of tremendous emo-
tional force, for whom vision had a much greater value than
learning. Both of them had been through a spiritual crisis, after
which they abandoned the life of hunting, society, and war to
which, the one as a Spaniard, and the other as a Basque, aristo-
crat, they had been born, and conceiving the idea of the regenera-
tion of Catholicism, menaced by its own internal weaknesses, the
rise of the new learning, and the appearance of new heresies, they
founded in 1540 the Society of Jesus, thereafter dividing the
work, Loyola selecting Europe as his field, and Xavier Asia. The
conversion of the whole Orient was Xavier's ambition and he felt
within bJrn a sufficient force of soul to accomplish this miracle.
Ecstatics sometimes have an aptitude for affairs. Xavier knew
that he must get the backing of the authorities in Goa, if his
missionary projects were to succeed. King John III of Portugal
had, indeed, offered to pay the expenses of a special mission. The
Dominicans and Franciscans, who had been sent out shortly after
the conquest, had made few converts ; and the Portuguese them-
selves, though not yet as debauched as when Pyrard saw them
seventy years later, had become careless of their religious duties.
But Xavier saw that to go merely as the king's representative
would not give him the ecclesiastical standing he required, and he
induced Pope Paul III to appoint him Nuncio. As Papal Nuncio he
disembarked at the wharf of Goa in 1542. Many dignitaries of the
Church were there to meet him and a large crowd. As he stepped
ashore it was noticed that he was barefoot, that his gown was
ragged and his hood of the coarsest stuff. Refusing to enter a
palanquin and go in procession to the lodging prepared for him in
the Archbishop's Palace, he desired them to point out the direction
of the then hospital, a primitive institution compared to the later
Jesuit hospital. Then motioning them to follow, he led the way on
foot, his face turned up to Heaven, his lips moving in prayer. He
had black eyes and a black beard and an air of wild happiness.
When he came to the hospital, he began at once to wash the sores
of the lepers.
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